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alone on this journey, was greatly delighted
to see the Goddess Bhavani and the his-
torical fortress of Pratapgad and its neigh-
bourhood, which had a magical effect
on his orthodox mind. He was so much
impressed with them that he resolved to
go there next year with his brother, Sha-
haji alias Appa Saheb, and his family, in
state.
The Raja's second   visit  to  Pratapgad
in March A.D. 1824 was an event of great
consequence.    The   descendant   of Shivaji
going on a pilgrimage to the famous temple
of   Bhavani   naturally   aroused   the  curio-
sity and enthusiasm of his loyal subjects;
and the people of Pratapgad and its sur-
rounding   places   were    eager   to   receive
him   with the respect  due to his exalted
position.   The  Raja's  camp   consisting of
more than 2,000  followers of every shape
and rank, spread for miles, over   hill and
dale.    There  were  numerous   tents,   flags,
horses    and   elephants.     In   fact,   it   was
a  scene   of   magnificent  splendour.     The
Raja went to Pratapgad by the old route in
the hilly country and  passed through the
picturesque mountains of Mahabaleshwar.
On his return, he ascended  the Mahabale-
-shwar hills, and pitched his camp on the
place, called ^farar *n* (Mai of royal tents),